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Origins of Friends of Shepherds Park

Prior to 1997, Shepherds Park had dramatically been developed from farmland to

a community hub. New committee member Ces Thomas had a vision of creating a
native New Zealand coastal forest with all the various species contained therein.
This brought a new period of development and Friends of Shepherds Park was born.

Ces produced a plan which divided the park into areas and
organised the planting of trees, grasses and shrubs which were
the most suited to each area. His own home plant-raising
project provided many of the native plants now growing there.
He worked with Glenda Bostwick and Chris Whithy,

two committed parks officers, to achieve much more.

From 1998 Glenda employed Steve Cook, a Forest Restoration
contractor, for some hours weekly to advise the volunteers.

He also worked hundreds of hours as a volunteer, showing

his commitment to the project. It would be impossible to
estimate how much volunteer labour Ces put in, often being at
the park from dawn to dusk.

Ces aimed to extend the committee’s band of helpers by
creating Friends of Shepherds Park through advertising and

newsletters. In 1998 a large group of enthusiastic ‘friends’ Ces Thomas (pictured above) received
environmental awards from Auckland Regional

gathered for an introductory walk in the park and a planting Council and North Shore City Council.
ceremony.

Young plants grown by Ces Thomas (2000). Ces’ greenhouse full of native seedlings (2000).

Friends of Shepherds Park (1998) Walk and
planting - Ann Hartley, Grant Gillon, Ann Cowley.
These rewarewa are now surrounded by native
bush at the top of the Cresta Avenue entry track.



The Turnaround Planting Project

A turning circle was necessary to enable easier access to the headland both for volunteer working
bees and fire engines or police on occasion. The central flat area which was the site of the old
Shepherd homestead was ideal for this and also for a native planting project.

The area was flattened by Council
machinery and prepared by the
Shepherds Park Committee .
Planting day in 2003 was well
attended with Forest and Bird
donating trees. A large number of
kauri and other natives, such as
gahnia, toetoe and pigeonwood
were planted, and more kauri were
planted around the lone kauri in
the arboretum. Today, none of

the kauri have survived in the
turnaround bay, but many of the
other trees there are flourishing. Turnaround planting celebration (2003).
Kauri planted throughout the park

by volunteers and a Kauri planted in the 1920’s are doing very well.

Kauri and other natives being planted. Kauri in Shepherds Park growing
well in 2023.

. i Source: Brian Mumme
Barrow boy is Ces Thomas mulching.

Turnaround planting thriving 2005. Turnaround circle 2023.



The restoration continues

Since the initial work to establish Shepherds Park, hardworking
passionate volunteers have continued Ces Thomas’ vision.

Regeneration has taken place throughout the park in many
well organised working bees, restoring the native New Zealand
coastal forest.

The results of years of planting natives and
current effective predator control can be seen
in the recent increase of birdlife.

Danielle Grant (Kaipatiki Local Board member) in Friends of Shepherds Park planting in 2021
2016 at a community planting day when over a with Steve Cook & Bella Burgess from PFK
thousand plants were put into the ground by the supporting with their extensive

Friends of Shepherds Park and local volunteers. plant knowledge.

Shepherds Park in full
bloom with natives, such
as manuka and karo.
Source: Brian Mumme
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Early on, Ces Thomas had welcomed schools and walking groups to Shepherds Park and created a O Rua &
Mokai o Kahu / Oruamo Creek Nature Trail guide. The guide included a varied range of native plants, some
of which had grown naturally, and others which had been planted as part of the restoration project.

Recently, this nature trail has been updated by
Caroline Paver and Steve Cook.
For a copy, email friendsofshepherdspark@gmail.com

The nature trail begins at the entrance at Cresta Avenue.
Follow it to the coastal boardwalk which leads to The
Landing and the foundations of the old Shepherd boat
house. The trail notes plants which grow naturally in
these intertidal salt marsh conditions and the sea birds
(herons, oyster-catchers and pied stilts) which feed on
the mud-flats at low tide.

Building of the Fale

Ces Thomas and Heather-Ann McConnachie designed an
outdoor building, which was intended to be used as an
educational space. The building , » & v
consists of two linked Fale, and wﬂ‘
originally featured information rysrerms
about Maori and settler history &
and natural history on panels.
. Unfortunately, after several
Nature study at the The Landing with Ces Thomas o g
circa 2000. incidents of vandalism, these
had to be removed.

Judy Te Hiwi - Y : _
g:gﬁ:ﬁg?&:i) Beth and Max Vere- Harry Scott from Original history panel
weaving Critcher in the Fale Barefooted inspires the being installed in the
’ making bug hotels. next generation making Fale.
bug hotels.

After the history panels were removed, the Fale was seldom used.
However, over recent years its use has been revitalised and is now
used as a meeting point for Friends of Shepherds Park’s monthly
working bees. The space is ideal for BBQs or coffee and snacks and
chats together after completing weeding or planting.

Events in collaboration with other groups and organisations have
proven very successful and there are plans to continue. Providing
opportunities for the community, particularly the younger
generation, to learn about nature and Shepherds Park, is essential
to its continuation. Past events include nature walks with Maisie
Hamilton Murray from PFK, Junior Ranger training with Auckland
Council Park Rangers Glenn & Dan, and building bug hotels with

Harry Scott from Barefooted.
Nature walk with Maisie from

Pest Free Kaipatiki 2023.
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Boardwalk at Shepherds Park (1990 & 2023)

The idea of a coastal boardwalk was first suggested in submissions to the
management plan, and the Shepherds Park Management Committee were delighted
that there were funds available for this purpose.

A boardwalk through mangroves is environmentally friendly as it
provides access to the shoreline without damage to the estuarine
environment. It extends the range for walkers and provides a
peaceful place for bird watching and study of the saltmarsh native
plants. It was also possible for the historic midden at the landing
to be protected. Bluestone rocks, which were already by the shore
were formed into a protective wall.

Today, this area is very popular for families,
walkers, dog owners and is also used as a
place to fish. In 2023, as part of the
track renewals, the boardwalk was
rebuilt again by Council. The new
boardwalk is slightly higher and
wider, further out from the coastal
edge to provide more room and
protection for the salt marshes.

Original boardwalk
completed 1999.

Mayor George Wood and Eric Hobbs
celebrating the completion of the original
boardwalk in 1999.

At the Boardwalk in Shepherds Park
there is a beautiful p6hutukawa
that blooms in yellow instead of
the familiar red. The red blooms

of the metrosideros excelsa are : -
a familiar sight along Kiwi coastlines — but ' ——
its yellow-flowering cousin, a variant called . —
“aurea” (meaning ‘golden’in latin), is far less T
common, but equally bright. e

Source: Brian Mumme



Volunteers and Committee Members remembered

Numerous individuals have played a crucial part in the development and maintenance of
Shepherds Park over the years and continue to do so. Though not all are featured here, their
efforts are genuinely valued. Thank you for your dedicated contributions.

In particular; Elizabeth Collins, Victor Bond, George Shaw, Rosemary and Ritchie Way,
Anne Mutu, Ces Thomas, lan Grant, Steve Cook, Terry Grant, Sylvia Devlin and Eric Hobbs.

Aot AL TERA o -
Victor Bond & Norm Larkman.

— p—l

Eric Hobbs and Elizabeth Collins.

FSP with the PFK Hit Squad and local
volunteers January 2021.
Thanks Keith Salmon for your support.

Committee members and family placing a
remembrance stone for former members
that passed away. Eric Hobbs, George

g ¥y

el FiN Shaw, Greta Neuhaus, Frank Larking, Norm B B o
Conservation Volunteers with previous Larkman and Kay Bond. This can be seen FSP with volunteers from the Church
Committee members — Victor, Elizabeth, today near the Fale. of Jesus Christ Of Latter Day Saints in
Terry, lan & Anne. Ces Thomas is remembered on a separate stone nearby. December 2022.

Tribute to Terry Marsh

Sadly, in July 2021, Terry Marsh, a very hard-working and long-standing
member of Friends of Shepherds Park, died after a short illness. Terry was
an archaeologist, originally from California. For 16 years, he spent many
hours working in the park. He had a great love for Shepherds Park and we
appreciate his commitment and dedication. This is a picture of Terry and
his unique EV at our planting day in June 2021




Shepherds Park will keep evolving - another playground renewal is planned, as well
as a nature play element incorporated into the Headland. Signage is being updated
and there have been talks of Shepherds Park being gifted a Maori name.

For quite a number of years the Uruamo Maranga Ake Marae Committee have been
working on bringing a Marae to Beach Haven.

The proposed location is the Council Shed in between the Bowling Club and the Soccer
Fields. In February 2018, the Kaipétiki Local Board resolved to move ahead with a

new marae at Shepherds Park, supporting the Marae Committee’s plans proceeding to
resource consent stage.

As we go to print, the Marae Committee has presented their business plan to the
Kaipatiki Local Board with a suggested
completion of the “He Oranga Wairua Marae”
at the end of 2031.

These are all exciting developments, and we look
forward to what’s coming next.

Proposed location of a
marae at Shepherds Park.

O Rua a Mokai o Kahu Awa / Hellyers Creek |
viewed from the Lookout at Shepherds Park. !

Source: Sean Gray
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Many thanks to these people and organisations who have
given their time and support to Friends of Shepherds Park
(formally the Shepherds Park Management Committee)
throughout the years.

Bill Holland, Bridget Shaw, Nicola Vere-Critcher, Brian Mumme,
Graham Aspell, Caroline Paver, Andrew Shaw, Jez Vere-Critcher,
Lisa Hohepa, Valentine Hohepa, Jaime, Beth & Max Vere-Critcher,
Fran Robinson, Carol Christie, Janine Clad, Bronagh Ni Ghrada,
Aisling Ni Threasaigh, John Cambridge, Michelle Lin, lan Shaw,
George-Nita Sumeo-Shaw, Finn Sumeo-Shaw, Sharron Frances,
Dave Brown, Anna Mcelrea, Kylie Thompson & Benji & Finn,
Helen Rendle & Jack Stenersen, Steve Cook, Ann Brabant,

Beate Matthies, Annie Dignan, John Gillon, Auckland Council,
Ranger Dan Marrow, Ranger Glenn Browne, Pest Free Kaipatiki,
Harry Scott from Barefooted, Emma & Harriet from The Clean Up
Crew, Abtin from Clean Walk & lkaHike. Kaipétiki Local Board,

Jill Nerheny and the Kaipétiki Community Facilities Trust.

Past committee members, supporters
and volunteers:

Victor Bond, Elizabeth Collins, Arthur Rutherford, lan Grant,
Fay Sara, Lesley Bailey, Merilyn Beken, Betty Kneller, Kay Bond,
Anne Mutu, Norm Larkman, Ritchie Way, Rosemary Way,
Ces Thomas, George Shaw, Greta Neuhaus, Frank Larking,
Laurel Legge, Mike Tafua, Evelyn Carter, Sonia Robinson,

Ray Clarke, Aubrey Kneller, John Mooney, Henare Ngawhika,
Jill Nerheny, Eric Hobbs, Claire Turner, Terry Marsh,

Sylvia Devlin, Ann Hartley, George Wood, Marj Mumme,
Beverley Unsted, Margaret and Bruce Paine, Glenda Bostwick,
Chris Whitby, Nicki Malone, Paula Gillon, Forest and Bird,
Birkenhead Rotaract, Birkdale-Beach Haven Residents and
Ratepayers Association, the Conservation Volunteers,

Zonta, the Scout organisation.

Disclaimer

This booklet contains recollections, memories, and personal
accounts that are reflective of individual experiences. These
recollections are presented as subjective narratives and may
not necessarily reflect precise details or absolute accuracy.
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